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. Articles of Confederation, first constitution of the United
States. The Articles were in force fromm March 1, 1781, to
June 21, 1788, when the present Constitution of the United
States went into effect. The Articles were written in 1777
during the early part of the American Revolution by a
co:nmnttee of the Second Continental Congress of the 13
colonies.

, The head of the committee, John Dickinson, presented a
report on the proposed articles to the Congress on July 12,
1776, eight days after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. Dickinson initlalln proposed a strong central
government, with control over the western lands, equal
representation for the states, and the power to levy taxes.
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nson’s proposed articles

ICally
they sent them to all the states for ratification in
November 1777.

., The Continental Congress had been careful to
give the states as much independence as possible
and to specify the limited functions of the federal 4
government. :
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, Despite these precautions, several years
passed before all the states ratified the
articles. The delay resulted from

reoccupation with the revolution and
rom disagreements among the states.
These disagreements included quarrels
over boundary lines, conflicting decisions
by state courts, differing tariff laws, and
trade restrictions between states.

, The small states wanted equal
representation with the large states in
Congress, and the large states were afraid
they would have to pay an excessive
amount of money to support the federal
government.
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territories so that all the states profited.

, On the other hand, the states bordering
the frontier wanted to control as much
land as they could.

, Eventually the states agreed to give
control of all western lands to the federal
government, paving the way for final
ratification of the articles on March 1,

1781. m
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THE PROVISIONS OF THE ARTICLES

& lhe articles created a loose conlederation of independent stales thal gave
limited powers to-a central government. The national government would
consist ol a sigle house of Congress, where each stale would have one vole.

- Longresy teul 1e goser to Setup o postul deparimeni, to estimate the eosts
of the government and request donations from the states, io raise arme
Jorces, and to control the development of the western lerritories. With the
consenl of nine of the thirteen stales, (ongress could also coin, borrow, or

appropriate money as well as declare war and enter into treaties and
alliances with foreign nations.
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THE PROVISIONS OF THE ARTICLES

~ There was no independent executive and
no veto of legislation. Judicial proceedings
in each state were to be honored by all
other states.

. The federal government had no judicial
branch, and the only judicial authority
Congress had was the power to arbitrate
disputes between states.

, Congress was denied the power to levy
taxes; the new federal government was
financed by donations from the states
based on the value of each state’s lands.
Any amendment to the articles required
the unanimous approval of all 13 states.
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WEAKNESS

. In attempting to limit the power of the
central government, the Second
Continental Congress created one without
sufficient power to govern effectively,
which led to serious national and
international problems.

, The greatest weakness of the federal
government under the Artcles of Confederation was
its mability to regulate trade and levy taxes. Sometimes
the states refused to give the government the money it
needed, and they engaged n tarifl wars with one
another, almost paralvzing mterstate commerce.
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citizens who had provided supplies to th use.

, Congress could not pass needed measures
because they lacked the nine-state majority
required to become laws. The states largely
ignored Congress, which was powerless to
enforce cooperation, and it was therefore unable

to carry out its duties. ‘
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WINNEES

~ Congress could not force the states to adhere to
the terms of the Treaty of Paris of 1783 ending
the American Revolution, which was humiliating
to the new government, especially when some
stateé; started their own negotiations with foreign
countries.

. In addition, the new nation was unable to defend
its borders from British and Spanish
encroachment because it could not pay for an
army when the states would not contribute the
necessary funds.

, Leaders like Alexander Hamilton of New York and
James Madison of Virginia criticized the limits
placed on the central government, and General
Georg‘qe Washington is said to have complained
that the federation was “little more than a
shadow without substance.”
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., On February 21, 1787, Congress called for a
Constitutional Convention to be held in May to
revise the articles.

, Between May and September, the convention
wrote the present Constitution of the United
States, which retained some of the features of
the Articles of Confederation but gave
considerably more power to the federal
government.

, It provided for an executive branch and allowed
the government to tax its citizens. Congress also
went from one house to two houses—the Senate
and House of Representatives.
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TEXT OF THE ARTICLES OF
CONFEDERATION

» TO ALL TO WHOM these Presents shall come, we the
undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to our Names
send greeting. Whereas the Delegates of the United States
of America in Congress assembled did on the fifteenth day
of November in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven
Hundred and Seventy seven, and in the Second Year of the
Independence of America agree to certain articles of
Confederation and perpetual Union between the States of
New Hampshire, Massachusetts ba¥, Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Georgia in the Words following, viz.
“Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the
states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts bay, Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STAT

. Constitution of the United ‘
states, system of fundamental laws of the United
States of America. The Constitution was drawn
up by 55 delegates to the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia during the summer of
1787 and ratified by the states in 1788. The
Constitution defines distinct powers for the
Congress of the United States, the president, and
the federal courts.

, This division of authority is known as a system of
checks and balances, and it ensures that none of
the branches of government can dominate the
others. The Constitution also establishes and
limits the authority of the federal government
over the states and spells out freedoms and
liberties for U.S. citizens.
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FORCES THAT SHAPED THE
CONSTITUTION

imposing a tax o ta imports to th colonies.

., The colonies quickly agreed to convene a
Continental Congress, which in 1776 appointed
two committees—one to draft the Declaration of

Independence and the other to prepare a “form
of confederation” among the colonies.

, In 1778 this second committee produced the
Articles of Confederation. They took effect in
1781 when Maryland, the last holdout state, ‘
ratified them. : ’
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separate and sovereign (under self-rule).

, The central government consisted of a
one-chamber Congress, in which each
state had a single vote. Congress had few
powers, lacking even the authority to
impose taxes.

., Any congressional action required the
approval of 9 of the 13 states. The
government had no president and no

central court. ﬁ
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~ As a result, Congress in the 1780s could not deal
with serious national problems, such as the
repayment of about $40 million in domestic debt
and $12 million in foreign debts incurred during
the American Revolution (1775-1783).

, States also incurred about $25 million in debt
during the war. Small creditors, including soldiers
who had lent money to the revolutionary cause,
were starved for cash because the states were
slow to repay.

., Many of these creditors were forced to sell their
repayment notes to speculators at greatly
reduced values, and the states feared mob
violence. A depression in the mid-1780s
threatened farmers in many states with
foreclosures of their properties and jail.
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~In May 1786, delegates from each state
were called to a trade convention in
Annapolis, Maryland, to find commmon
ground on waterway navigation rights and
other issues.

. Only fives states sent delegates, and they
decided to postpone any action.

. Before adjourning, the delegates in
attendance asked their state legislatures
to call a national convention to meet in
Philadelphia the following May to
investigate “important [government]
defects ... of a nature so serious as ... to
render the situation of the United States
delicate and critical.”
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, Later in 1786 and in 1787, poor farmers led b
Daniel Shays stormed several courthouses an
tried to seize a federal arsenal. Local militias
su%prgssed the uprising, known as Sha}l‘s'
Rte telllon, but it sent tremors through the 13
states.

., Some legislatures began to enact laws relieving
debtors of their debts, which angered many
wealthy creditors.

, States with good seaports took advantage of
merchants in other states by imposing large
import and export taxes.

, These and other problems required national
solutions that neither the states nor the
Confederation Congress had the political will to
confront.

. The continuing crisis and the threat of further
rebellions spurred the states to call a convention
to revise the Articles of Confederation.
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PERMASALAHAN SELAMA KONVESI

KONSTITUSI AS

1. Metode perolehan suara yg
didasarkan pada jumlah penduduk

2. Budak

5. Memperjuangkan prinsip
persamaan hak

4. Wilayah Barat yg sedang

berkembang dicegah untuk 4
mendapatkn status negara bagian »
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TUJUAN KONVENSI

 Diabaikan. Menyelaraskan kekuasaan
pusat dan kekuasaan lokal
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Thomas Jefferson
Mewakilir go. Petani
Mendukung hak-hak
negara bagian
Memihak pem. Pusat . Mendukung republik
Mengajak masy. Untuk adlraris dan desentralisasi

mencintai efisiensi, . Takut tirani dan berpikir
keteraturan, dan dalam kerangka
organisasi Kebepasan

Takut anarki & berpikir

dalam kerangka

ketertiban .
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Nooy G oas ey

110),
il

Iaadt, sejanah amenkay,
taatowllandar@unysacid



Philadelphia, dan 1800 ke
Washington D. C.
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