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By Saptomo 

Karawitan is one of types of traditional music that grows and develops in Indonesia 

especially in Java and Bali. Gamelan as music instrument in Karawitan has various forms and its 

style based on its regional characteristic where Karawitan lives and develops among its 

ancestors. In Java island there are some styles which describe where those Karawitan come 

from, such as Sundanese Karawitan in West Java, Banyumas Karawitan in Central Java, Javanese 

Karawitan in Surakarta and Yogyakarta,  Jawa Timuran Karawitan which comes from East Java, 

meanwhile in Bali it is recognized as Balinese Karawitan. In Java Island, especially Central Java 

and Yogyakarta, karawitan is very famous in the society, considering there are two kingdoms in 

those regions, such as Surakarta and Yogyakarta palace. Both create two styles in karawitan 

differently which are often called as Surakarta and Yogyakarta style. 

Tuning system in Karawitan has various significant differences with tuning system of 

western music. In Western music it is known as Diatonic system while karawitan has Pentatonis 

system which has two harmonic systems namely Slendro and Pelog. Both systems have 

different intervals. In tuning system of Western music it has a basic length of tone which is 

absurd with 100 cent (a half tone) length and 200 cent (one tone) where in 1 octave is up to 

1200 cent but in karawitan has different length of tone between one gamelan to another. 

However, in 1 octave (Java: Gembyang) has the same amount 1200 cent. 

In tuning system of Slendro gamelan has tone arrangement which is called: 

1 2 3 5 6 1 

Ji ro lu ma nem ji 

While the tuning system of Pelog gamelan has different length based on its patet . 

Pelog Barang: 6 7 2 3 5 6 

  Nem pi ro lu ma nem 

Pelog Nem: 6 1 2 3 5 6 

  Nem ji ro lu ma nem 

Pelog Lima: 6 1 2 4 5 6 

  Nem ji ro pat ma nem 



Overall, Pelog gamelan has 7 tones arranged with: 

6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Nem pi ji ro lu pat ma nem 

However, in every karawitan performance that uses Pelog gamelan which depends on basic 

tones in karawitan called as Patet. 

In this workshop, we will learn Javanese karawitan (Surakarta and Yogyakarta style) 

together. Surakarta style uses Laras Slendro gamelan with material of Lancaran Bindri laras 

Slendro Patet Sanga as accompanying music of Prawiroguna dance, while Yogyakarta style uses 

Laras Pelog with material of Ladrang Ayun-ayun laras Pelog Patet Nem. 

Instruments of karawitan consist of: 

1. Rebab 

2. Kendang: Kendang Gedhe, Kendang Ciblon (Batangan), Kendang Ketipung 

3. Gender (Barung and Penerus) 

4. Bonang (Barung and Penerus) 

5. Slentem 

6. Demung 

7. Saron 

8. Saron penerus (Peking) 

9. Kenong 

10. Kempul 

11. Gong 

12. Gambang 

13. Siter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         


