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The Equating of the Test of English Proficiency (TOEP)
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Abstract

This study aims to determine equility of 7 sets of Test of English Proficiency (TOEP). Every
set of TOEP consists of 50 items Listening and 50 items Reading. The equating were using the
equivalent group design without common item. This study uses TOEP data from the
2007-2010 test period in the senior high school students across Indonesia. The testeeso
responses were analyzed using Rasch models to estimate the item parameters. The set of item
parameters every set of TOEP equated to the TOEP 1, using the mean and sigma method. In
equating, the obtained results were the transformation equations to TOEP 1, then they were
used to equate the level of itemsd difficulty of each set of TOEP. The result of the
transformation of the itemso difficulty level is used to create an image of the test characteristic
curve, and the curves of the seven tests were then compared. The analysis showed that the
seven tests are equivalent, as indicated by the graph of the 7 characteristic curves coincide with
each other, both on the Listening subtest and Reading subtest of TOEP.

Keywords: Equating, Listening, Reading, Test of English Proficiency (TOEP)

1. Introduction

In the two last decades, The sciences and communication technology have been developed
rapidly. This development is a challenge for the global world, to be able to answer, such as by
preparing human resources who can communicate internationally. One of the necessary
competence in this case is the ability to speak English. In Indonesia, English language test
which is considered standardized is Test of English Proficiency (TOEP) which has been
calibrated and has been shown to predict the ability of participants to the IELTS or TOEFL.

The competence in using English language is basically a person's ability to communicate, so it
is often referred to communicative competence. Various models of communicative
competence initiated by the linguists basically have the same concept that includes four core
competencies, namely Grammatical Competence/Linguistics, Strategic Competence,
Sociocultural Competence/Sociolinguistics, and text competence ([4], [1], [5], [2], [12]). The
first competency model is a model proposed by Canale ([4]) which consists of the following
four key competencies: grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse
competence and strategic competence. The second model is a modified first model developed
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