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Abstract

This research aims at finding, understanding, and identifying the
cultural and philosophical values behind the education in Japan. It also
aims at knowing the origins of the values.

This is a library research in which the data collection is conducted by
collecting books, scripts, and articles about Japan in general, and about
its education in particular. This is meant to find out the cultural and
philosophical values behind the education in Japan and their origins.
The data are analyzed using categorization, systemization, organization,
and interpretation.

The result of the research shows that first; there are at least two
philosophical values, namely the mixture between the philosophy of
Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shintoism, and the adoption of western
philosophy particularly in technology. Second, the cultural values
behind the Japanese education are generally originated from Buddhism
and Confucianism ethics like being simple, working hard, being
economical, being honest, the art of depending on the others, and living
in a group. Third, the origin of the values is from the philosophy of
Buddhism, Confucianism, Shintoism tradition, and western (Europe and
American) philosophy.

PENDAHULUAN

Jepang adalah bangsa yang menarik untuk diteliti dan
dipelajari, karena memiliki keunikan dan kekhasan. Jepang adalah
bangsa yang penuh paradoks atau penuh kontradiksi. Tadayoshi
Yamada, salah seorang dewan eksekutif tetap Nippon Steel
Corporation di Kuala Lumpur tahun 1979, mengemukakan antara
lain bahwa .....perilaku bangsa Jepang itu kompleks...penuh
kontradiksi, tetapi jelas menunjukkan adanya keterpaduan antara
rasionalitas dalam kehidupan dengan sistem niaganya... Jepang
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